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 Kenmore Soccer News 
Volume 10, Number 4           Kenmore/Tonawanda, New York                                May 2016 

Need New or Extra Socks? – We have a limited supply in stock at  $6/pair. Please e-mail Ken Voght at voght@msn.com with what you need—either Small, Medium or Large. 

Register for Summer Camp—see page 2 

Outdoor Season Arrives 
 

The weather has finally warmed, the grass is beginning to green, and the outdoor season is finally here. Play begins this week, with our 15 teams in ages 14 and be-low competing in their initial matches.  We are pleased to add three new fields this year. All four of our Under 10 teams will be playing at Edison Elementary, which will also serve as a training venue for several teams. In addition, we have upgraded our U-11/12 fields by adding Franklin Middle and Longfellow schools. All of our fields were set up and lined this past week, so that teams could hold several outdoor sessions before beginning league play.  We have lots of activities planned, including the Kenmore Soccer Summer Camps noted on page 2, our U-14 and Below Academy that meets on Saturday mornings, our Advanced Academy on Monday evenings for ages 15 and above, and “Kenmore Soccer Day” at the FC Buffalo game on June 12th as noted on page 7.  We encourage everyone to take advantage of all of the programs we offer, from team training, to our various Academy programs, to our outstanding summer camps, to our FC Buffalo partnership.  As the community's largest soccer organization, we remain committed to offering our players the best training and programs at the minimum cost. 
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 6) 
 

What U.S. women’s player participated in the most international 
matches where she represented her country (caps)? 

Summer Camp Expands 
Youth and Advanced Camps Offered 

New Venue—Camps Now at Edison Elementary School Fields 
 
 

Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be able to expand its popular summer camps by adding an Advanced Camp for players ages 13-17. The added camp is designed as a High School prep camp and will focus on skills and tactics required at that level of play.  The Advanced Camp will operate from 9:00am-Noon during  the week of July 11th—15th at Edison Elementary School. The cost is $65 for the week, and staff will include area col-lege coaches and players.  Our annual Youth Camp will also operate at Edison Elementary School, and will be from 9:00am-Noon during the week of June 27th—July 1st. The Youth Camp will focus on ages 7-13, and will include daily sessions on skill development, as well as our annual World Cup competition and closing pizza party on Friday.  Registration for both camps is now open through www.kenmoresoccer.com. When you log into your account, it will appear as a New Program available for your child. Both camps will also be listed in the Spring/Summer catalog for Ken-Ton School Continuing Education Program, and registration can be done through that office once the catalog is issued.  If there are any questions about our Summer Camps, please feel free to contact Opera-tions Manager Ken Voght at 837-1627, or voght@msn.com. 
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 Sometimes We Just Have To Let The Kids Have Fun 
by Vern Hee (Pahrump Valley Times)  I watch a lot of youth sports. It comes with the territory. As I was watching a youth baseball game, I saw a parent 

coaching his kid from the sideline. He was screaming at the top of his lungs at his kid, telling him to watch the ball and 
to take his head out of his butt. He used harsher language. 
After hearing that and watching the poor kid flail, I was thinking that dad just sucked all the fun out of that poor kid’s 
sport. 
Now if you are a parent with a kid in sports, ask yourself this, and be honest. Why do you pay for your kid to play for a 
sport? The obvious answer is parents want their kids to have fun. After all, that is the reason we sign up our kids to play 
sports, right? We want them to have a good time and enjoy a healthy outdoor experience. But unfortunately for many 
kids, the experience becomes more than something to just enjoy. 
Some parents might see all the talent the kid has at four years old and they begin coaching him to be the next Joe Mon-
tana. At that age the kid should be having fun and not thinking of making the NFL. At that point, the sport becomes seri-
ous and is no longer fun for the kid, it’s all work. 
Then there are always those parents that don’t let their kid play because they think they know more than the coach. 
At Little League games these are the loudest parents. They can be seen making gestures at their kids to move their kids 
on the field regardless of what the coach says. Who are the kids supposed to listen to, their parents, who they spend 
more time with, or the coach, who gives them playing time? Often parents make it confusing for the kids. 
I heard the other day at one game, a parent was telling the kid how to pitch from the stands. 
Of course the most god-awful thing is to witness the parents that are above the officials. 
At a football game I heard one parent yelling at the top of their lungs how bad the referee was. What does that teach 
the kid about sportsmanship? Just imagine what the kid was thinking on the sideline. 
Then at a soccer game, I heard parents yelling obscenities at the official because they thought he made a bad call. And 
we wonder why our kids have potty mouths. 
Parents often ponder why their kids stop playing sports in high school. I mean, shoot, I would be embarrassed by my 
parents if they carried on that way. Remember parents, we are supposed to be the role models. 
The parents often would tell me their kid lost interest. Well, perhaps they did, or perhaps the parents just wouldn’t leave 
the kid alone. 
Look at it from the kids’ standpoint. Johnny is on the sideline trying to enjoy the game for what it is and his parents are 
making a spectacle of themselves yelling at Johnny and the referees and even the coaches. How can that be fun for him? 
It’s funny, you can talk to parents and they would say that they are the best parents in the world and they let their kid 
play the game. Ten minutes after talking to them, they begin to transform into something unrecognizable. It’s as if the 
game makes them undergo some kind of mutation like Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. The morphing prevents them from being 
a well-behaved parent. 
What kind of parent are you? Are you the beast or do you let your kid have fun? 
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Apparel Orders 
 We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly. 

Bad Sports Parent Behaviors 
By Janis Meredith 

 
You may feel like you waste a lot of time as a sports parent — hours spent in the car taxiing your kids to and from practices or two days at a tournament, when game time only adds up to three hours. But true wastefulness results from things you are doing, rather than on hours or days you are not doing much of anything. Stop the wastefulness by nixing these sports parent behaviors:  
 Nagging your child If you are trying to motivate your child or push him, nagging is not the answer. Spouses don't like it, why should your kids? When you nag your kids to practice more, try harder, or focus better, it will go in one ear and out the other because nagging is basically noise. If you really want them to listen, choose your words with a bit more care and stop the pestering.  
 Worrying about things you can't control Worry often causes sports parents to act in a way that is not always beneficial for their kids. But worry is a strong urge and hard to ignore. We all know that it doesn't do any good, and that it steals our joy, but how do you fight it? You can't stop a bad habit unless you replace it with something good. So next time your child does-n't get the playing time he wants or the position she wants and you find yourself headed down worry-wart lane, try asking yourself: "What is my child learning through this experience? How can I help my child get the most out of this experience?" I'm pretty sure that you worrying is not the answer to either of those questions.  
 Indulging in Sympathy Groups Parents clumping together to criticize and complain after, before or during games is one of the big-gest time-wasters in youth sports. In three decades of being a coach's wife and 21 years of being a sports mom, I've never seen anything productive come out of sympathy groups. They are not the answer to the problems you face.  
 Unloading on the Coach Verbally unloading on your child's coach does not solve your child's problems. It only makes you feel good for about five minutes until you realize that the conversation produced no solutions for the things that angered you. It does not do two things. It doesn't change the coach's mind and it doesn't help your child.  
 Coaching Your Child During the Game There is often a blurry line between coaching your child and encouraging when it comes to game time. If you are doing any instructing about skill or strategy, then you are coaching. If you cheering for a job well done, you are encouraging. Simple enough, but hard for many parents to remember.  
 Instead of wasting your energy on things that are not going to help your child get the most out of his youth sports experience, try focusing on being the positive voice that makes the hours you sac-rifice each week. 
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Kenmore Soccer Women's Teams  
Begin Play on May 16th 

 
Kenmore Soccer will once again have 5 women’s teams participating in the Up-state Women’s Soccer League. Play will begin on May16th, with teams alternating use of the Ellicott Creek Park soccer field, the full field at Edison Elementary School, and Coyer Field at Buffalo State College.  We are pleased to be the only soccer organization in our community that supports adult soccer, as it has allowed many of our former players to continue to partici-pate in soccer, including some of those who pioneered the sport at Kenmore East and Kenmore West when girls’ sports were in their infancy.  If you happen to pass by one of the fields on a Monday night, feel free to stop and be a spectator for a while. Or, of you are the parent of one of our younger female players, encourage them to come and watch the “older” girls play. 

Kenmore Ambush U-15 Girls Finish 2nd at Akron Tournament 
 

Congratulations to the Ambush U-15 Girls for their performance in the Akron Tournament this past weekend.  The Ambush  played in the seven team U-15/16 Division, and opened play on Friday night with a hard fought 2-0 win over the Lockport Lightning, on a penalty kick goal by AJ Haase, and a goal by Brianna Zayatz with a hard shot to the lower right corner of the net. On Saturday, the Ambush faced an athletic Greece United team and fell 3-1 in a physical contest. Greece employed a high press and forced two turnovers that they converted into the margin of victory. That left the Am-bush needing a win in the Saturday afternoon contest in order to advance to the semifinal. They faced the KenTon Dynamo U-16 girls and ran away with a 5-0 win, in a match where KenTon was held without a shot and rarely had possession in the Kenmore end.  On Sunday, the Ambush found themselves once again facing Greece United, this time in a semi-final. Having played them earlier proved to be a benefit, as the Ambush increased their intensity and speed of play in order to counter the Greece press. Their efforts led to a 4-2 win, with goals by Tara-Ann Perrault, Christina Wende, Lauren Gwizdowski, and AJ Haase.  The final pitted the Ambush versus Vestal, a team that was undefeated and had surrendered only 1 goal in 4 games. Each team had only a few quality scoring opportunities in a hard fought con-test, but with about 16 minutes remaining, Vestal scored on a 20 yard shot from the side into the far upper corner, eerily reminiscent of a goal scored by Deux Montages against the Ambush in overtime of a tournament final in Ottawa last August. The final score of 1-0 left the Ambush short of their objective, but they gained valuable experience in playing zonal defense for the first time ever, and understanding the intensity and speed of play required to be successful at the U-15/16 level. 
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 serving the area's best pizza, and supporting our  youth soccer teams 

   

 
 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 
  

Michelle Akers played in 352 matches for the United State women’s  soccer team. By contrast, Cobi Jones has the most caps with the men’s team at 164 games. 
 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
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 Kenmore Soccer Club 

and 
FC Buffalo 
Continue  

Partnership 
 

Kenmore Soccer Club and FC Buffalo are pleased to continue their partnership for the  2016 season.  FC Buffalo is the highest level of soccer played in the Buffalo area, and is entering its sev-enth season as a member of the National Premier Soccer League. Playing against similar teams from the western Great Lakes area, FC Buffalo looks to build on its past successes, including the 2015 season which saw the club see its fifth player named to the league All-Star team in seven seasons. In 2013, the club set records for wins (8) and clean sheets (5), while earning FC Buffalo’s first ever playoff berth and beating longtime rivals Erie for the first time.  Some of our partnering activities include:  
 The FC Buffalo game versus FC Indiana at 2:00pm on Sunday June 12th will be “Kenmore Soccer Day”. Kenmore Soccer Club players will walk onto the field with FC Buffalo players during player introductions, will serve as ball boys/girls during the match, and will play a halftime game.   Tickets must be ordered through http://fcbtix2016.eventbrite.com/?aff=Kenmore.  
 FC Buffalo players will serve as guest instructors at both Kenmore Soccer  Summer Camps 

 the Regular Camp during the week of June 27th at the Edison Elemen-tary School fields for ages 7-13, and 
 the Advanced Camp during the week of July 11th at the Edison Elemen-tary School fields for ages 13-17.  We are excited to bring these opportunities to our players and families, and look forward to future activities that will help strengthen the ties between youth and professional soccer in our community.   
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Fund Raising 
 The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 
 If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com E-Mail — voght@msn.com  Telephone — 716-837-1627 Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
       To be the best club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of              our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,              and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 
The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 


